
VERMONT AVE., 
LOS FELIZ
This strip is creative and full of character, just 
like its residents. Take the stress out of holiday 
shopping and opt for a fun adventure on Vermont 
between Hollywood Boulevard and Franklin.

CO-OP 28 (above) 
If the words “handmade” and “vintage” get your gift recipient 
all hot and bothered, head on over. This store sells pieces from 
local artists and is a neighborhood favorite. 1728 N. Vermont 
Ave., (323) 669-2828

ADVENTURES
SIDEWALK

SHOPPING
in

YOU MAY NOT BE ABLE TO LIVE IN 
L.A. without a car, but you can certainly 
shop without one. In a sprawled-out 
city that prides itself on its distinct 
neighborhoods, there are always new, 
walkable pockets to discover, each 
with its own personality and quirky 
local businesses. They’re also the best 
places to get all of your shopping done 
in one fell swoop. Spending is an adven-
ture in L.A., where everyday feels like 
#SmallBusinessSaturday.

7 pockets of Los Angeles home to unconventional and 
eccentric businesses ideal for a day of holiday shopping

By Lydia Siriprakorn

SKYLIGHT BOOKS
An independent bookstore with a great selection and 
friendly staff. It’s no surprise Skylight is on every major “top 
indie bookstores” list. 1818 N. Vermont Ave., (323) 660-1175

WACKO SOAP PLANT  (right) 
It would be blasphemous to discuss shopping in Los Feliz and 
not include this iconic punk-rock megastore that got its start 
in the ‘70s. Its new location is 6,500 square feet of wacko 
inventory, ranging from bath and body products to music and 
movies. If you can’t find the perfect gift here, then it probably 
doesn’t exist. 4633 Hollywood Blvd., (323) 663-0122

PERFECT 
FOR:  

The quirky friend
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BURRO
If you make only one stop on Abbot 
Kinney, let it be this shop, formerly Firefly. 
There’s something for everyone in its taste-
ful selection of home goods, books, jewelry 
and cards. 1409 Abbot Kinney Blvd., (310) 450-6288

THE MODERN DOG
Pups are part of the family here in L.A., and this local boutique 
ensures they’ll look the part, too. 1611 Abbot Kinney Blvd., 
(310) 450-2275

URBANIC
This is where your love affair with paper goods begins. Owner 
Audrey keeps this adorable boutique stocked with the finest 
stationery, cards, notebooks and desktop accessories. 1644 
Abbot Kinney Blvd., (310) 401-0427

NICK FOUQUET HAT CO. (left) 
Meet Hollywood’s hottest hat designer and the man behind 
Pharrell’s Grammys hat seen around the world. He calls Venice 
Beach home, and his boutique is the place to go for a custom, 
handmade hat. 1629 Abbot Kinney Blvd., (310) 310-2315

TOPO RANCH
Though a signature “Beach Meets West” style has taken it 
nationwide, Topo Ranch has stayed close to its historic California 
roots. You’ll find a full selection of ultra-soft men’s basics here 
at the flagship store. 1219 Abbot Kinney Blvd., (310) 392-8676

ABBOT KINNEY, VENICE

THE STRONGHOLD (above)
As the first denim producer in L.A., every pair of jeans here 
comes with a little piece of history. Create a custom pair or 
pick from the carefully selected in-store collection. 1625 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd., (310) 399-7221

PERFECT 
FOR:  

The globetrotter 
who appreciates  

a $6 latte

PERFECT 
FOR:  

The friend who 
marches to the beat 

of his own drum

PERFECT 
FOR:  

The hipster who 
hates being called  

a hipster

PASADENA
Old Pasadena has really 
stepped up its shopping 
game over the last few 
years by bringing in big 
and small businesses while 
mixing old and new. You 
can hit the big names like 
the Apple Store and H&M, 
but also grab a snack at L.A. 
favorites like The Pie Hole and 
Pressed Juicery, all within walking distance. Spend 
the day shopping here and you’re sure to find 
one-of-a-kind gifts you won’t see anywhere else.

THE BEA’S KNEES WINE, CHEESE AND GIFTS
Like the name says, this is your one-stop shop for fine food items. Grab a bottle of wine, the 
perfect cheese or peruse the assortment of jams and honeys. 120 S. Raymond Ave.

THE FOLK TREE
Holiday shopping gets a lot more interesting when you make a pit stop at Pasadena’s iconic 
folk art store. The colorful collection in-store will mesmerize you for hours. 217 S. Fair Oaks 
Ave., (626) 795-8733

THE OLD TOWN SHAVING COMPANY (above)
Let the vast selection of traditional wet shaving supplies take you back to the days when 
shaving was an art. For anyone who appreciates a classic shave, the inventory of razors, 
brushes, balms and soaps in every scent will make you feel like a kid in a candy store. 120 
S. Raymond Ave., (626) 795-9308

THE SOAP KITCHEN
Bathe your friends and family in luxury with handmade soaps, shampoo bars, bath salts 
and oils from this family-owned shop. The products are free of synthetic ingredients, so 
there are no nasty chemicals to burst anyone’s bubble. One Colorado, 25 N. Fair Oaks 
Ave., (626) 396-9996

Forget the gift receipt 
when you do your 
holiday shopping 
on one of the most 
charming little streets 
in Los Angeles. Stroll 
down this fun mix of 
boho-chic and beachy 
boutiques to see why 
holiday shopping can 
be a breeze.

DTLA
It’s still a little rough 
around the edges, but 
that’s what makes 
Downtown a destina-
tion in its own right. 
If you’re willing to 
explore, you’ll find 
all sorts of treasure 
troves scattered about, 
and plenty of incred-
ible coffee shops to 
stop into and refuel.

MADE BY DWC
There’s beauty here, despite 
being so close to Skid Row. 
Do good when you do your holiday shopping and choose from 
the gift shop’s selection of soaps, soy candles, journals, greet-
ing cards and holiday ornaments. Everything is handmade by 
women at the Downtown Women’s Center, and all proceeds 
benefit the organization. 438 S. San Pedro St., (213) 213-2882

UNIQUE USA L.A. (above)
This seasonal marketplace is the mecca of buying local, where 
designers, crafters and artists are brought together under one 
roof. Support small businesses and find gifts made with a little 
extra love. 1275 E. 6th St. #206

GRAND CENTRAL MARKET
If it can bring Gwenyth Paltrow to DTLA, then it has to be good. 
Do the foodie in your life a favor and stock up at any one of the 
market’s amazing vendors. Whether it’s an Eggslut gift card 
or a pound of coffee from G&B, you’ll be sure to impress. 317 
S. Broadway, (213) 624-2378C
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SOUTH LA BREA,
MIRACLE MILE
Artsy and edgy doesn’t mean you can’t be refined 
as well, and this colorful pocket of La Brea is 
out to prove just that. Between Wilshire and 1st 
Street, you’ll find everything you need on foot  
for loved ones with out-of-the-box taste and an 
eye for quality.

GENERAL QUARTERS
The vibe is a little vintage Americana, a little upscale. Not sure 
whether to try on the boots or hit the barber shop? That’s OK, 
the owners are known for their great style as much as their 
customer service. 153 S. La Brea Ave., (323) 937-5391

LAB ART
Street art has a home in L.A., and it’s 6,500 square feet of glory. 
Prices on the hanging art and sculpture range from affordable to 
make-sure-there’s-a-prenup. 217 S. La Brea Ave., (323) 933-1021

GARRETT LEIGHT CALIFORNIA OPTICAL (right)
No place gets good sunglasses like this California-based 
designer eyewear boutique. They may play for the big leagues 
now—and be available at Barney’s—but this flagship store on 
La Brea is its home under the warm California sun. 165 S. La 
Brea Ave., (323) 931-4018

WEST 3RD STREET, MID-CITY
With legendary brunch spots like Toast and Joan’s on Third, this  
neighborhood welcomes anyone who loves the good life. Grab your  
shopping list and head into the simple but sophisticated boutiques lining 
West 3rd. If you’re in the mood to pamper yourself along the way,  
make a pit stop at Face Haus or pick up a cupcake from Magnolia Bakery.  
Tip: Skip the hassle and opt for valet parking. It’s worth it!

FLIGHT 001
Jet set much? Not like this. Frequent flyers will find solutions to problems they didn’t even know 
they had with a wide-ranging assortment of travel products. 8321 W. 3rd St., (323) 966-0001

FREEHAND GALLERY (above)
From jewelry to home décor to kitchenware, every item in this store—all work by some of the 
city’s most talented artists—is handmade with love. 8413 W. 3rd St., (323) 655-2607

PYRRHA
Celebrities have been letting their spirit roar for years with talismans from this jewelry hot spot. 
Every piece is handcrafted from reclaimed sterling silver or bronze and has its own meaning. 
8315 W. 3rd St., (323) 424-4807

NEW STONE AGE
They call themselves a “cabinet of curiosities in shop form.” Indeed it is, whether you’re shopping 
for an oxidized pewter wing from a swallow, a Japanese ironware incense holder or anything in 
between. 8407 W. 3rd St., (323) 658-5969

PERFECT 
FOR:  

The rugged artist

PERFECT  
FOR:  

The world traveler

PERFECT  
FOR:  

The fashionably 
fierce

MELROSE 
HEIGHTS
It’s all glamour on the west 
end of Melrose. But tucked 
between internationally 
known high fashion names like 
Oscar de la Renta and Vivienne 
Westwood are upscale boutiques making their 
mark, owned by a few of our very own Angelenos.

CARLTON DREW (below left)
It’s all about clean-cut and casual men’s clothing here. Owner 
Drew Sutton, an East Coaster turned L.A. resident, picks pieces 
that mix preppy with our city’s modern vibe. 8016 Melrose 
Ave., (323) 782-1434

FRED SEGAL
The iconic fashion retailer may have gone international in recent 
years, but L.A. will always be its home. Work off your shopping 
list here and your gifts are guaranteed to add a little sparkle 
to someone’s wardrobe. 8118 Melrose Ave., (323) 651-4129

BLU DOT (below right)
Use your eye for design to accessorize someone’s home. This 
is the Minnesota-based company’s only showroom in Socal, 
and it’s stocked with a gorgeous selection of sleek, modern 
furniture and home décor. 8000 Melrose Ave., (323) 761-7212
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