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A brand-new book examines the 40-year phenomenon of  
The Rocky Horror Picture Show, whose midnight screenings  
have been a safe haven for LGBTs the world over     By Lydia Siriprakorn

Cult ClassicCult Classic

T
he Rocky Horror Picture Show turned the big 4-0 last 
month, and even in Los Angeles, where 40 is the 
new 30, no one expected it to look this good. Few 

cult films can stand up to its success. After tanking at the 
box office back in 1975, 40 years later it continues to hold 
the record for longest theatrical release, and there are no 
signs of slowing down. With midnight screenings on any 
given night of the week at theaters across the country, it’s 
a longstanding tradition that’s been kept alive by “shadow 
cast” performers—tight-knit communities of dedicated fans 
who perform their favorite movie alongside the silver screen.

To Los Angeles-born photographer Lauren Everett , 

author of People Like Us: The Cult of The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show (139 pp., $25, Croatoan), these cast members are the 
unheralded heroes of the film’s phenomenon. Without any 
sort of funding or help from the theaters or film studios, 
shadow cast members volunteer their time and talents to 
creating a show and upholding a tradition, but also to building 
a community based on support and acceptance. 

“In the ‘70s, obviously the climate was really different politi-
cally and socially,” says Everett. “I think the screenings were really 
a place where people could express themselves and be out if 
they were LGBT—kind of a confederacy of like-minded people. 
Nowadays, in places like L.A. or New York, there are plenty of 
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IT’S THE BOTTOM OF THE NINTH, bases are loaded, tension in the bleachers is mounting between rival fans 
and your black leather baseball cap glistens with blinding spears of reflected sunlight. 

For those men who just can’t limit their love affair with leather to the bedroom, Gents is the perfect solution. 
The men’s custom-built luxury hat designer has one-upped the basic design of the baseball cap by lavishing 
it with leather. Although solid black is sure to be the most popular color for these kinky caps, priced from 
$59-99, they come in two-tone or gold-dyed leather as well, able to suit any man’s personal style. 

Wear one proudly into Dodger Stadium or, if you’ve never been a fan of guys only making it 
to second base, wear one anywhere else you’d sport a cap. They’re sophisticated enough to 
wear just about anywhere, so long as you have your fashion-forward wits about you. Purchase 
yours at gentsco.com. —Jim Larkins

LEATHER OUTSIDE THE BEDROOM

THE GREAT 
WRITE WAY
Stories from Seth 
Rudetsky on Broadway 
shows and stars

A compilation of his hilarious 
columns for Playbill .com 
chronic l ing h is  unique 

life on and around the stage, 
Seth’s Broadway Diary, Volume 2 
features blow-by-blow personal 
accounts and behind-the-scenes 
stories straight from the mouths 
of some of Broadway’s bigest 
stars. Naturally, editing the book 
reminded Rudetsk y of a few 
amazing stories he’d completely 
forgotten about, like these:

“There’s the time many people in 
the 1980 revival of West Side Story 
took valium, resulting in a Sunday 
matinee with half the cast missing.”

“The time I coached 
Idina Menzel to sing 
‘Don’t Rain on My 
Parade’—in front of 
Barbra Streisand!”

“The time Lin-Manuel 
Miranda invited me to his birthday 
party and I showed up at a club 
where I was 20 years older than 
everyone. And it was the wrong 
club. And I arrived a week early.”

“The time Bebe Neuwirth told me 
about Jackie Hoffman’s hilarious 
improvised onstage joke. Hint: 
it involved the word ‘dick’ many 
times.”

“The time I did a TV show with Kathy 
Griffin and Kristin Chenoweth, and 
while they had their makeup done 
professionally, I was sent a crew 
member who blotted my face ... with 
a paper towel. Seriously!”

places where you can do that, so it doesn’t necessarily 
provide that vital function anymore. But I think still in a lot of 
smaller places, like the Midwest and the South, Rocky Horror 
Picture Show screenings still function as that safe haven.”

People Like Us features portraits of shadow cast mem-
bers in full costume, performing onstage and also in their 
homes. The book introduces us to people like Everett’s 
friend Ray who lives in West Hollywood, a Rocky Horror 
cast member for 35 years.

“He went from being really shy to performing as Dr. 
Frank-N-Furter in, you know, a corset and fishnets and 
heels,” she says. “Over that period of time, he learned how 
to do makeup. He’s an amazing makeup artist now. So it 
really gave him confidence and brought him out of his shell 
and gave him this whole community of people who were 
like him, whom he could relate to.”

What began as a school project for Everett evolved 
into a six-year adventure of photographing shadow cast 
members around the country and hearing stories like Ray’s. 
Earlier this year, with the help of crowdfunding, Everett 
assembled her collection of images and stories into a book. 
“This is a story that has so many different layers to it and 
so much meaning on different levels,” she says. Over the 
span of six years, no matter which state she was living in 
at the time, she found herself going to midnight screenings 
with her camera in tow. 

It was in those theaters that Everett witnessed first-
hand the strong ties between the LGBT community and 
the success of Rocky Horror midnight screenings. “I think 
a fair amount of people in the cast identify as LGBT. Not 
the majority, probably, but a good amount,” she says. “I 
know a lot of the casts, and almost every single cast is in 
their local Pride parade every year, and some of them work 
with charities. It’s sort of a symbiotic relationship where it 
goes back and forth with support in both directions. The 
LGBT community has definitely been a vital part of the 
support base.”

It’s unlikely that any other film could recreate the cult 
phenomenon of The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Long before 
the power of social media became apparent, shadow cast 
members and midnight screenings showed the world what 
power in numbers really looks like. From the frontlines, 
Everett knows the phenomenon isn’t going anywhere—at 
least not any time soon. 

“I meet a lot of people who make up generations of 
Rocky Horror fans,” she says. “Their parents were on shadow 
casts, and now they’re on shadow casts. So it’s becoming 
that kind of thing. A legacy thing.”

People Like Us is available throughout L.A. at Amoeba Music, 
Skylight Books in Los Feliz and Stories in Echo Park, as well as 
online at peoplelikeusrhps.com.
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Seth’s Broadway Diary, Volume 2 
(288 pp., $20, Dress Circle Publishing) 
is available Oct. 27
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