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A few lucky L.A. walls get a fresh coat of paint this month when international street artist 
D*Face, Dean Stockton, comes to town. He’s chosen L.A. for his newest and largest 
exhibit to date, Scars and Stripes, exploring pop culture stereotypes of the American 

dream and the public’s fascination with the cult of celebrity through portraits of icons who died 
before reaching their third decade—Kurt Cobain, Biggie Smalls and Tupac among them. The 
exhibit will feature 30 paintings, sculptures and a few public murals at select locations around 
the city. Here’s what D*Face had to say about his latest undertaking.

FRONTIERS: How did you choose L.A. as the home for Scars and Stripes?
D*FACE: I love L.A. Any excuse to get me out to Los Angeles is a good one. It’s been a couple of 
years since I’ve showed in L.A., and it felt like the right time to come back with a bigger body of 
work, specifically focusing on the sort of areas I have in this particular exhibition. It’s an explo-
ration of how somebody dies at the potential peak performance of their career and their image 
mythology goes on to be perpetuated by the public, sometimes much outside of what it would 
have been had they been alive.

F: Can you give any more details about the murals?
D*F: One is going to be on Pico Boulevard towards Santa Monica, and the other is sort of where 
the gallery is going to be. The first one is a wall that was offered to me a while ago, and I have 
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A SORDID RELEASE
Del Shores’ cult classic Sordid Lives sees its long-awaited Blu-ray release on Sept. 30, 
packed with features, interviews and other extras, guaranteed to please fans of the 
campy comedy. Featuring Olivia Newton-John, Delta Burke and Leslie Jordan, the film 
barely made a box office mark in 2000 but gained an enthusiastic audience over time. 
We talked to Shores about the film, the possibility of a sequel and what it was like to get 
the cast back together. —Patrick Rosenquist

a specific image in mind that—to me—is very Los Angeles. It’s 
actually been approved by the City Council, and it will be kept 
and preserved indefinitely, which is really great.

F: Do you prefer street art to traditional art? 
D*F: When I’m sent an image of a wall, I look at the location, the city 
and how it feels to me—what I feel like the wall deserves or what 
it’s calling for. There’s nothing like painting in a public space. The 
coverage of paint on a wall is always exciting to see—a big reward. 
But equally a gallery gives you a lot of opportunity that you can’t 
explore in the public—new techniques, much more time to spend 
on a canvas—which can be a positive and a negative in itself. But I 
don’t prefer one over the other. It’s nice to have the combination.

F: What do you hope people take away from Scars and Stripes?
D*F: I’d like it if you take it on surface value first. Life is heavy enough as is at the best of times. 
And I don’t want to be hammering overtly political messages of “do this” or “don’t do this,” “buy 
this” or “don’t buy that.”

Scars and Stripes will be on display starting Sept. 27 at 315 S. Robertson Blvd. in West Hollywood. For 
more info, go to pmmartprojects.com.
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The sexy straight 
guy we’re currently 
obsessed with is:
Haley  
Joel Osment

WE KNOW WHAT 
you’re thinking, not 
that it requires a mind 
reader. The tween 
from The Sixth Sense? 
Seriously? Yes, the 
tween from The Sixth 
Sense, except he’s 
not a tween anymore 
and he hasn’t seen 
dead people in 15 
years. He’s actually a 
26-year-old cub of a 
man these days, and 
we’ve fallen in love! 
You’ll find Osment 
in Clerks director 
Kevin Smith’s “True 
North Trilogy,” 
which launches with 
the creepy horror-
comedy Tusk (in 
theaters Sept. 19). 
Justin Long plays a 
douchey podcast host 
who ventures north to 
Canada, is abducted 
by a crazy old man 
and is subsequently 
put into a walrus suit 
made of human flesh! 
Sounds disturb-
ing, huh? It is. (HJO 
plays Long’s scruffy 
buddy.) Osment 
follows up Tusk with 
Smith’s Yoga Hosers, 
which will be no less 
nutty, and Me Him Her 
by Chronicle writer 
Max Landis. While 
our new BF’s choice of 
comeback films may 
leave us thinking huh? 
his postpubescent 
voice and pinch-wor-
thy cheeks leave us 
asking how you doin’? 
—Stephan Horbelt

FRONTIERS: Sordid Lives has stuck around 
for so long. Why do you think that is?
DEL SHORES: It’s like herpes—the film won’t 
go away! I mean, who would have thought this 
movie would still be around 14 years later? I 
know for me, I embrace the characters. I love 
them. I think other people do, too. They’re 
relatable and funny.

F: What’s next? With this Blu-ray release 
there’s bound to be more interest in the film.
DS: We’re actually working on a sequel called 

A Very Sordid Wedding. I’ve already finished 
the screenplay. We catch up and take a look at 
what they’ve been up to in the last few years—
where they are in 2014.

F: What was it like to get the cast back 
together for the Blu-ray features?
DS: I love the cast, and doing the Blu-ray fea-
tures was fantastic. What’s good about the 
cast is that everyone likes each other. They’re 
like family, really. They’ve been great partners 
in this journey. I’ve been very lucky in that way.

Sordid Lives is available for 
purchase or rent on iTunes. 
Look for the Blu-ray in 
stores Sept. 30.
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