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Whether it’s “The Dude” downing a White Russian 
or Carrie Bradshaw sipping a Cosmopolitan, it’s 
hard to imagine our favorite film and TV characters 

without their signature drinks. And while there is certainly no 
shortage of books about cocktails or Hollywood history, it’s 
nearly impossible to find a book that combines the two. 

No one was more surprised to discover this than husband-
and-wife team Will Francis and Stacey Marsh. “Stacey and I 
are both huge movie fans and also big mixology geeks,” says 
Francis. “I thought, ‘There must be a book about cocktails that 
appear in films.’ And there wasn’t really, at least not a book 
which faithfully documents actual cocktails featured in them, 
so we set about making one.” And the idea for their new book, 
Cocktails of the Movies: An Illustrated Guide to Cinematic Mixology 
(160 pp., $20, Prestel), was born. 

Like most of us, Francis and Marsh share Hollywood’s 
fascination with cocktail culture. “While watching old movies, 
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Gary Merrill, Bette Davis, Celeste Holm 
and Hugh Marlowe share a bottle of 
champagne in All About Eve (1950), 

a film that set a record with 14 Oscar 
nominations and took home six



we realized there were lots of cocktails, and they play this 
sort of silent role, a bit like clothes or cars, where they set 
the scene and say something about a character,” he says.

Their book is exactly what it sounds like—a collection 
of your favorite film and television characters’ signature 
drinks, with recipes allowing you to create them at home. 
It’s simple and straightforward, organized alphabetically 
and hand-illustrated by Marsh in her unique style (bright, 
bold colors, patterns and fine black lines). 

To put a face with the drinks, each recipe is accom-
panied by an illustration of the character. “I wanted them 
to feel hand-drawn, to feel crafted, so I let the artwork 
show the imperfections of this process,” Marsh says. “The 
typography, too, is hand-drawn, to complete the style.” 

In addition to being a work of art, Cocktails of the Movies 
explores Hollywood’s love affair with cocktails through-
out the history of film, shedding light on the creation of 
cocktail culture as we know it today. Like any longterm 
relationship, there have been some bumps in the road, 
namely prohibition. 

“Cocktails have been featured on film for the last cen-
tury. Arguably the most interesting years are those around 
the time of prohibition,” says Francis. “No American movies 
were allowed to contain alcohol between 1920 and 1933, 
yet when the law was repealed, it was as if a pressure 

cooker suddenly burst open and cocktails were suddenly 
everywhere in popular culture. It’s almost as if they needed 
to be suppressed to triumphantly explode into our lives 
once again.”

Prohibition aside, even the most everyday, classic 
cocktails come with quite a story. “In researching the ori-
gin stories of all the cocktails, I found that the drinks we 
know and love today have come a long way,” he says. 
“From colonial ships, battlefields, aristocracy, gin alleys 
and, of course, master bartenders. Stories of bitter rivalry, 
survival, celebration and pure genius—every cocktail has 
a complex past.”

With a deeper understanding of Hollywood’s role in 
the rise of mixologists and recent surge of speakeasy-style 
bars around the country, Cocktails of the Movies brings us a 
little closer to our favorite film and television characters. 

“The beauty of cocktails is that whilst you might not 
be able to go to New York or afford a pair of Jimmy Choo 
shoes, you can sip a well-made Cosmopolitan and just for 
a moment live like Carrie Bradshaw,” says Marsh. And if 
there’s one thing we love here in Los Angeles, it’s living 
the dream.

Cocktails of the Movies: An Illustrated Guide to Cinematic 
Mixology is available now where books are sold.
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I SCREAM, YOU SCREAM, WE ALL SCREAM for new twists on our favorite creamy confection. Salt & Straw, a Portland-originating 
ice cream parlor specializing in such flavor oddities as “arbequina olive oil” and “strawberry honey balsamic with black pep-
per,” is set to further invade our city with new openings in Venice Beach’s Abbot Kinney this fall and DTLA’s Arts District this 
winter. (Last year saw its first L.A. foray with a Larchmont shop.) This Halloween season there’s even been something truly 
creepy and crawly to savor—a light green ice cream with real ants, perfectly camouflaged grasshoppers and other insects. But 
for the creators of these creative concoctions, cousins Kim and Tyler Malek, it’s about more than just folding unconventional 
ingredients into frozen sweet-cream. Whether you’re slurping “black olive brittle and goat cheese” or “avocado and strawberry 
sherbet,” you can be assured that the flavors came from a collective collaboration between food artisans, growers and producers. 
Crafting the perfect scoop clearly requires a communal effort, all the way from creation to cone. saltandstraw.com —Jim Larkins

ICE CREAM INVASION

OH, BROTHER!
Your family drama 
has nothing on the 
Dollanganger family,  
as this new DVD  
set proves 

Most of us can relate to 
having some level  of 
dysfunctional upbringing, 

but it’s doubtful the skeletons in 
your family’s closet compare to 
V.C. Andrews’ bestselling tales 
of the lewd and lascivious. And 
these stories of ultimate domestic 
mis co n d u c t  h ave tra n s late d 
well from bestselling novel to 
blockbuster cable hits. 

D i s t o r t e d  f a m i l y  d r a m a 
unfolds around every corner when 
it comes to the Dollanganger fam-
ily, and on Nov. 10, Lionsgate Home 
Entertainment releases on DVD 
the four made-for-TV films in the 
Flowers in the Attic series (which also 
includes Petals on the Wind, If There 
Be Thorns and Seeds of Yesterday). 

The film series covers a decade 
of addictive, riveting tales of the dark 
side of human nature, all wrapped 
up and tucked neatly away in the 
family “closet.” 

It all started when Flowers in the 
Attic, the highest-rated made-for-
cable film of 2014, gave new mean-
ing to the term “brotherly love.” 
Things of course went scandalously 
downhill, as kinfolk do make for the 
strangest of bedfellows. —J.L.
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