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Lost and found contact sheets from the Golden Age of 
Hollywood reveal a new view of our favorite films
By Lydia Siriprakorn

In film, music and fashion, the classics never go out of style. Come Oct. 7, Old Hollywood will 
undergo an ultimate revival thanks to the release of Karina Longworth’s new book, Hollywood 
Frame by Frame. The glimpse into movie history features hundreds of never-before-published 

photographs in the form of contact sheets, which are the prints photographers once used to edit 
their work prior to the digital age. Longworth has woven these images together to tell the untold 
stories of stars behind the greatest films of the 20th century. 

A Star is Born, Psycho, West Side Story, The Silence of the Lambs—the world has seen these 
films a thousand times over. But even so, Hollywood Frame by Frame exposes a different side of 
the legends who starred in them and the creative geniuses behind them. Catch rare photos of 
icons like Frank Sinatra, Alfred Hitchcock and Marlon Brando in action, sure to make you feel 
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EVERY GAY BOY WANTS a crown, but this month 50 queens are really going for it. For the first time 
since its inaugural year back in 1972, Miss Gay America—the longest-running female impersonator 
pageant, and the only one where cosmetic surgery isn’t allowed (below the neck, anyway)—returns 
to its hometown of Nashville, Oct. 8-12. Contestants have qualified through state or regional comps 
throughout the year, and now they’ll compete in four categories—male interview (private one-on-one 
time with the judges), solo talent (no props or backup dancers), production talent (the whole shebang) 
and evening gown. Representing our fine state are Miss Gay California, Kendra Monroe, and her first 
alternate, L.A. resident Suzy Wong (né Arnold Myint, who you may remember from the seventh season 
of Bravo’s Top Chef). Best of luck, ladies! —Stephan Horbelt

Hollywood Frame 
by Frame: The 
Unseen Silver 
Screen in Contact 
Sheets, 1951-1997
By Karina Longworth
207 pp., $30 (Princeton 
Architectural Press)

like you’re watching them work. Stills 
from Some Like It Hot and Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
reveal how much work it really took flawless beau-
ties like Marilyn Monroe and Audrey Hepburn to get those 
seemingly effortless shots. They didn’t just wake up like that, as 
much as anyone would like to think they did. 

Similarly, the photos of James Dean uncover the sexy symbol’s more vul-
nerable moments on the set of Giant in 1956.These are what the major film studios 
didn’t want the world to see, as they used contact sheets to vet which photos were released 
to the public and which were discarded. Those that made the cut were intended to propagate 
a specific image for the film or star. Decades later, the discarded images have been restored to 
tell a more humanizing tale.

Hollywood Frame by Frame explores the evolution of the contact sheet from 1951 to the present 
through these unearthed images in a comprehensive, visual format. It is comprised of four sec-
tions: The Golden Age of the Contact Sheet (1951-1966), An Industry in Transition (1967-1980), 
The Last Days of Celluloid (1981-1997) and Coda: Contact Sheets in the Digital Era. More than 
50 years of cinematic history is covered. 

The book is a true treasure for history lovers and classic film buffs alike. What we see on the 
silver screen is only part of the story—everyone knows that. Hollywood Frame by Frame reveals the 
part eclipsed by ”lights, camera, action!” and salvages a piece of history that otherwise would 
have been lost. Just when you thought you knew all there was to know about your favorite film—
every beat and every line—this book is a good reminder that Old Hollywood can still surprise us.
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