
Ready
to Wear

T he men of Los Angeles influence the world with the way they 
dress. Though some styles may be dubious (the overly long 
untucked dress shirt with a blazer on top seems to be on the 

wane), others are enduring (expensive sneakers with a suit only could 
have been born here). How do they do it? It’s the weather, stupid, and the 
renegade spirit that drives the city’s best boutiques—and a few smart 
bigger brands—to constantly evolve.

73 essential shops for the L.A. man

B y  Ly d i a  S i r i p r a k o r n

Acne Studios
Add Swedish sophistication to your wardrobe, creating a mini-
malist look with any one of Acne’s crewneck sweatshirts or 
rock star jackets. 855 S. Broadway St., DTLA, acnestudios.com

Akai Ito Boutique 
Indulge in the darkside at Akai Ito, a boutique focusing on 
highly structured monochromatic pieces for the fearlessly 
fashionable. Find edgy pieces by A. Hutching, Clade and more, 
sported by celebs like Ricky Martin and Teen Wolf star Cody 
Saintgnue. 125 W. 4th St. #106, DTLA, akaiitoboutique.com

Alchemy Works 
Part-retail, part-gallery, part-event space, this Arts District 
boutique carries a well-curated collection of stylish men’s 
wear—Orlebar Brown to Warby Parker—as well as leather 
goods and accessories that create a beachy retro look. 826 E. 
3rd St, DTLA, alchemyworks.us

American Rag Cie
There’s nothing more American than casual cool, which is 
what American Rag does best, offering designers ranging 
from Birkenstock to Zanerobe, Comme des Garçons to Vans. 
Hit the denim bar for a stellar selection of world-class jeans, 
or the attached Cafe Midi for a bite. 150 S. La Brea Ave., L.A. 
(also in Newport Beach), americanrag.com

Acne Studios

Esquivel

Bonobos has opened a new 
kind of shop on La Brea—one 
where you can’t buy anything 

but end up with the perfrect fit
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The Beverly Center
An electic assort-
ment of menswear sits 
inside L.A.’s towering 
mall, from average 
mall trash to some 
of our favorite fahion 
outposts. Give Dolce 
& Gabbana the finger 
and hit up the Versus 
Versace Pop-Up if 
you’re looking to make 
a statement with a loud 
printed top, or keep 
things more stream-
lined at Swedish label 
J. Lindeberg, whose 
suits Bono, Brad Pitt 
and Justin Timberlake 
have been known to 
wear. No one does 
polos like Lacoste, still 
sporting that classically 
fabulous croc after 82 
years. For (more than) 
a splash of color, opt 
for loud, lively graffiti-
influenced prints at 
Barcelona-based 
Desigual, or shop the 
apocalyptic Americana 
of long-loved denim 
brand Diesel.

Apolis 
As sexy as it is socially conscious, Apolis prides itself on deliv-
ering industrial-chic menswear—shirts, shoes, pants, acces-
sories, outwear—and working alongside the communities that 
source and manufacture its products. The result is a positive 
impact that goes beyond your closet. 806 E. 3rd St., DTLA, 
apolisglobal.com

Aviator Nation 
Be all about that California beach life via bright colors 
and apparel you could sleep in. These signature striped 
tees, hoodies and sweatpants are super soft and essen-
tial to any surfer’s wardrobe. 1224 Abbot Kinney Blvd, 
Venice (also in Manhattan Beach and Malibu), 
aviatornation.com

Brick & Mortar 
This trendy spot is a local favorite among 
gays for its clothing and accessories that 
span every budget. A WeHo gay could cul-
tivate an entire wardrobe inside—from 
graphic tees and slim-cut denim to color-
ful socks and sleek jackets—and many 
do. 8713 Santa Monica Blvd., WeHo,  
shopatbrick.com

Bonobos
You won’t actually purchase anything from 
this 21st century-concept “guideshop,” 
just try things on to find the perfect fit. It 
seems crazy until you realize that, thanks 
to the one-on-one personalized experience, 
your basics—and the new line of suits—have 
never fit better. 101 S. La Brea Ave., L.A., 
bonobos.com

Carlton Drew 
You can have it both ways at this clean-cut 
but casual boutique, where the selection is a 
perfect blend of East Coast preppy and L.A.’s 
modern vibe. You’ll find a colorful range of 
shorts, printed polos and fun swim trunks. 
8016 Melrose Ave, L.A., carltondrew.com

Choukair 
It’s all in the details here at this men’s retail 
showroom, as you’ll notice in the quality 
fabrics and impeccable fit. Owners Charlie 
Choukair and Brad Davis bring in the best 
designer pieces from brands like Danielle 
Alessandrini and Gourmet Footwear to 
help you create a look that’s L.A. casual 
with European finesse. 8624 W. Sunset 
Blvd., WeHo, shopchoukair.com

Church Boutique 
Whether you’re a rock star or just want to dress like one, the 
avant-garde fashion here doesn’t follow the rules. Many pieces 
curated by former Maxfield employees Rodney Burns and David 
Malvaney are one-of-a-kind works of art that just happen to be 
wearable. 7277 Santa Monica Blvd., WeHo, churchboutique.com

Clumsy Cat 
J-pop meets L.A. street style at this boutique, where the 
owners handpick their entire inventory, which ranges 
from loud local designers—Kill Brand being a favorite—

to carefully curated vintage. 7523 W Sunset Blvd., Hlywd,  
clumsy-cat.com

Douglas Fir 
A polished look doesn’t have to be cookie cut-
ter. Douglas Fir’s clothing and shoe options—
Margiela, Comme des Garçons, Paul Smith—
are suitable for gentlemen and guaranteed 
to impress. 8311 W 3rd St., L.A.

Esquivel 
George Esquivel isn’t your grandpa’s 
shoemaker. This guy has made a name 
for himself as the go-to shoe designer 
and craftsman for custom leather shoes, 
handcrafted right here in California. 
8309 W. 3rd St., L.A., esquivelshoes.com

Fred Segal 
Melrose’s most famous mini-mall, com-

prised of multiple designer departments, 
has preyed upon the checkbooks of L.A.’s 

most hip since the ‘60s. You’re guaranteed 
to spend a fortune, but you’ll leave sporting a 

trendy-but-classic look. 8100 Melrose Ave., L.A. 
(also in Santa Monica), fredsegal.com

Free City Super Shop
You better believe that the right pair of $150 
sweatpants can change your life. Free City 
takes comfort to new levels of enlightenment, 
at the same time convincing its fans to act 
as walking billboards. 1139 Highland Ave., 
Hlywd., freecitysupershop.com

G-Star 
This Dutch clothing brand—rocked by guys like 
Usher and Ryan Phillippe—has all the simplicity 
of classic European clothing but with serious 
urban flare. We prefer the Melrose location 
to Santa Monica just because it’s closer to 
the Wilshire warehouse and is always fully 

stocked. 7966 Melrose Ave., L.A., g-star.com

From top: J. Lindeberg, 
Lacoste, Desgiual

From left: Clumsy Cat, 
Brick and Mortar,  
Carlton Drew

G-Star



General Quarters 
Stop in on your hunt for the perfect plaid shirt or watch cap. This 
Americana boutique housed on still-upcoming La Brea has just 
what you need to give the urban lumberjack look an upgrade. 
153 S. La Brea Ave., L.A., generalquartersstore.com

Gentlemen’s Breakfast 
Come in for a stylish pair of vintage eyewear and get the scotch 
for free. Owners Van and Thomas are as passionate about opti-
cal history as they are about finding you the right frames. 1101 
Mohawk St, Silver Lake, gentsbreakfast.blogspot.com

Hollywood Trading Company 
Specializing in high-end rocker wear, Zip Stevenson (also of 
Denim Doctors) relocated his store from Beverly Boulevard to 
West Adams in February. Splurge on a reconditioned vintage 
belt or the most badass leather jacket you’ve ever seen. 4474 
W Adams Blvd., South L.A., htclosangeles.com

Jack Spade 
Mr. Kate Spade may be known for bags and briefcases first, 
but he does functional clothing for the modern man better than 
many. Built with city dwellers in mind, John Kracisnki and Kellan 
Lutz are known to wear this mix of preppy and sharp wardrobe 
essentials. 1132 Abbot Kinney Blvd., Venice, jackspade.com

Kitson Men 
So hip it hurts (and occasionally borders on douche territory), 
you’ll find everything from flashy sneakers to graphic sweaters, 
not to mention paparazzi lurking outside. 146 N. Robertson 
Blvd., L.A., shopkitson.com

Klein Epstein Parker
Custom suits with real swagger and a “new rebel” sensibility. 
Have one of these bad boys made for you and you’ll scoff at the 
idea of ever wearing off-the-rack again. 367 N Robertson Blvd., 
WeHo (also in Costa Mesa and Malibu), kleinepsteinparker.com

L.A. Eyeworks 
The specs at this iconic establishment speak for themselves, 
though they’ve also been famously modeled by RuPaul, Divine 
and even Warhol himself in ad campaigns by Greg Gorman. 
7386 Beverly Blvd., L.A. (also on Melrose), laeyeworks.com

LASC 
A WeHo staple for men’s activewear, athletic wear and sexy 
underwear, every gay man in L.A. seems to have a favorite 
summertime staple that came from LASC. The staff here is 
also notoriously ... helpful. 8592 Santa Monica Blvd., WeHo, 
shopatlasc.com

Lost and Found 
Owner Jamie Rosenthal picks classic items from under-the-
radar brands, and has the best selection of Hartford button-
downs in the city. 6320 Yucca St, Hlywd. (also in Santa Monica), 
lostandfoundshop.com

Maxfield 
This is where you shop when everyone knows your name. Head 
here if you’re ready to ball out on luxury items from Givenchy, 
Saint Laurent and Rick Owens. That 18-karat gold Apple Watch 
you were lusting over? Maxfield will have it. 8825 Melrose Ave, 
WeHo, maxfieldla.com

Mohawk Man 
The men’s boutique next door to Mohawk General Store is 
where manly men meet “Amsterdam Modern” design. Pick up 
apparel, footwear, accessories and grooming products that 
adhere to the simple craftsmanship we love. 4017 Sunset Blvd, 
Silver Lake, mohawkgeneralstore.com

From left: Mr. Turk, 
Parabellum, Topman

Our Favorite ‘Fast Fashion’
There’s no need to sacrifice good 
taste when you’re working with 

a budget. Often referred to as 
“fast fashion”—collections 

based on of-the-moment 
trends that go from the 
catwalk to retail in lightning 
speed—are a great way to 
shop for current styles at a 
lower price point.

Fashion drive-thrus 
like H&M (based out 
of Sweden) and Zara 
(based out of Spain) are 
tried-and-true options for 
on-trend basics, and what 
you sacrifice in the quality 
of garments, accessories 

and shoes (these items won’t last 
you longer than a season) is more 
than made up for in price. Looking 
for short-sleeve button-downs 
and colorful twill shorts? H&M 
is a great option. Need a slim-fit 
blazer for a last-minute red carpet 
appearance? Zara’s waiting.

Japanese casual wear label 
Uniqlo is still fairly new to Los 
Angeles, and those who haven’t yet 
availed themselves of its inexpensive 
wares should head to the Glendale 
Galleria, Beverly Center, South Coast 
Plaza and, this spring, Santa Monica. 
It’s name comes from the contrac-
tion of “unique clothing,” though 
you’re more likely to come across 
simple, well-made basics, including 

that impossibly rare thing—the 
affordable cashmere sweater.

Perhaps the cheapest of the 
bunch, many guys are still unaware 
that Forever 21 sells menswear. Pick 
up an ironic over-the-
top bit of flash to mix 
with your more staid, 
quality goods.

And if you haven’t 
stepped in lately, The 
Gap has stepped up 
its game. Gone are 
the middle-Amer-
ica-sized pleated 
chinos;  instead 
you’ll find slimmer 
cuts and outerwear 
with a little edge.

Inside The Grove
It’s easy to spend an 
entire day at L.A.’s 
most shiny shopping 
mecca, thanks to a 
litany of restaurants, 14 
movie screens, a cable 
car for the excessively 
lazy and that tourist 
trap of a “singing foun-
tain.” For shoppers, 
The Grove epitomizes 
the L.A. experience—
an open-air complex 
with some of SoCal’s 
prime retail spots, 
anchored by a massive 
Nordstrom.

We can’t say enough 
nice things about the 
J. Crew Men’s Shop, 
which has allowed the 
preppy label to step 
out of its comfort zone 
a bit and partner up 
with other brands, like 
Alden, Barbour and 
Comune. You’ll fof 
course still find the 
selection of chinos, 
polos and sweaters 
you’re accustomed to.

You most definitely 
don’t have to be a top 
to shop at the city’s 
only Topman outlet, yet 
another “fast fashion” 
shop we’re head over 
heels for. Great for 
basics, you’ll also 
uncover the occasional 
statement piece here, 
from pre-ripped denim 
to a lightweight knitted 
cape or poncho.

San Francisco-
based men’s boutique 
Unionmade is another 
favorite, having opened 
at The Grove just over 
a year ago. Shop for 
brands like Billy Reid, 
Alden, Gitman Vintage, 
top-of-the-line Levi’s 
and throwback wind-
breakers from the Bay 
Area’s Golden Bear. 

We’re also partial to 
the men’s groom-
ing line Baxter of 
California.

Forever21

Unionmade

Uniqlo
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Mr Turk
Trina Turk’s Mr. Turk line has everything you need for a Palm 
Springs getaway—a fun mix of pastels and bright colors, with 
plenty of printed bottoms to complete the bold but lighthearted 
look. 891 N. Palm Canyon Dr., Palm Springs (also in Manhattan 
Beach and on W. 3rd St.), trinaturk.com

OAK 
The L.A. flagship just opened in March and boasts 2,200 square 
feet of subtly cutting-edge clothing, shoes, and accessories 
from designers around the world—Public School, Rick Owens, 
BLK DNM—in addition to its own line. 910 S. Broadway St., 
DTLA (also on Beverly Blvd.), oaknyc.com 

Opening Ceremony 
Striped smocks, palm tree collage shorts and designers 
like Alexander Wang and Bernhard Willhelm make this 
never-drab shop a wonderland for one-of-a-kind clothes, 
shoes, and varsity jackets. 451 N. La Cienega Blvd., L.A., 
openingceremony.us

Parabellum 
Handcrafted in L.A. from American bison, this luxury retailer 
is one of your best bets for a top-notch leather wallet, belt, 
or duffel. 8251 Melrose Ave., L.A., parabellumcollection.com

Pop Killer 
It’s all fun and games at these famed boutiques. They’re king 
of the graphic tee in L.A.—where the competition is stiff—as 
well as quirky accessories (and yeah, some junk) that could 

only come out of Japan. 343 E. 2nd St., DTLA (also in Hlywd 
and Los Feliz), popkiller.us

Pyrrha 
Channel your spirit animal in style with silver talismans from 
this jewelry boutique for him and her. We love the pieces crafted 
after authentic 18th century wax impressions, and check out 
the exclusive HBO Game of Thrones collection. 8315 W 3rd St., 
L.A., pyrrha.com

Sand 
Get the sophistication of high fashion without the stuffiness, 
thanks to printed blazers, eye-popping button-downs and Suede 
Chelsea boots. Tailor-made for the man of a certain age who 
knows he’s still got years of fashion ahead of him. 8620 Sunset 
Blvd, WeHo, sandlosangeles.com

Seize sur Vingt
Everyone from Andy Cohen to Ellen DeGeneres have had suits 

made here, and every man should own one of their SV15 
shirts—impeccably detailed button-downs that appear 
custom tailored whether untucked or under a suit. 8618 
Melrose Ave., WeHo, 16sur20.com

Self Edge 
Denim heads will rejoice over more than a dozen brands of 
the highest quality—including some cult raw denim lines from 
Japan—in addition to Bounty Man-approved flannels and boots. 
You’ll also want to head here for in-house repair and hemming 
services. 144 N. La Brea Ave., L.A., selfedge.com

2 Upscale Mini-Malls
It’s simply not L.A. if you can’t shop outdoors under the 
sunny skies. Don’t be fooled by a name like Brentwood 
Country Mart—there’s hardly anything country about 
this shopping village. Inspired by warm West Coast 
living, James Perse (who has an outlet here) has made 
a career out of low-maintenance fashion, excelling at 
sophisticated, simple (and pricy) basics. The city’s 
other Unionmade outlet is also located here, offering 
its signature selection of high-quality menswear and 
accessories.

At Malibu Country Mart, shoppers get a billion-dollar 
view while spending some serious cash. The family-
friendly playground is a perfect distraction for the little 
ones while you run to Chrome Hearts for rock- and 
gothic-influenced leather goods and jewelry; shop for 
well-made swimwear and denim at Ron Herman; and 
unleash a full month’s paycheck on the luxe monochro-
matic offerings of John Varvatos (and a pair of those 
Converse limited editions). 

...and an O.C. Mega-Mall
If you can’t find what you’re looking 
for at South Coast Plaza, you’re 
not going to find it. The behe-
moth of a shopping center is the 
largest mall in California, housing 
brands as diverse as mall staples 
Abercrombie & Fitch and Express 
Men to world-renowned labels like 
Zegna, Prada and Louis Vuitton. 
A few of our favorite outlets include 
Adidas Originals and Nike Running, both of which fuse 
sportswear with on-trend street style, and Scotch & 
Soda (pictured), a Dutch label unafraid of fun color and 
prints that somehow seems more Cali than Spicoli himself. 

Clockwise from top left: 
Jack Spade, Sand, Pyrrha, 
Maxfield, Self Edge, 
Hollywood Trading Company
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Shoppe 
Sift through asymmetrical hoodies and one-of-a-kind leather 
jackets, or have celebrity wardrobe stylist Charlie Altuna and 
design rockstar Maggie Barry craft something custom to fit 
your needs. Currently by appointment only. 107 E. 8th St., 
DTLA, (213) 265-7547

Skingraft 
A go-to for L.A.’s avant-garde, Skingraft is great for state-
ment items like a yellow cropped bomber jacket, black 
wool cloak or white mesh tunic. Founder Jonny Cota’s 
sleek designs and fine craftsmanship guarantee you’ll 
turn every head turn on the sidewalk. 758 S Spring St., 
DTLA , skingraftdesigns.com

South Willard 
The tightly edited stock here, maintained by 
owner Ryan Conder, is intended for the well-
dressed guy who wants to build a select uni-
form for himself from a consistent array of 
brands that manage to be at once fashion-
forward and restrained, like Frank Leder, 
Band of Outsiders and Gitman Vintage. 
8038 W. 3rd St., L.A., southwillard.com

The Stronghold
The first denim manufactured in L.A. 
came out of this shop, which pioneered 
the Americana boom that has since laid 
claim to menswear. Create a custom pair 
of jeans or veer towards coveralls and hard-
to-find Japanese hiking boots. 1625 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd., Venice, thestronghold.com

Vintage Treasures
Prefer to shop second-
hand? L.A. has always 
been a treasure trove for 
vintage items, as all it 
takes is a good eye and 
a little creativity to turn 
timeless pieces into on-
trend fashion. 

If you find yourself 
on the East Side, hit 
up L.A. Glaneur—run 
by gay couple Ben and 
Arron—for a great selec-
tion of vintage concert 
tees and print and plaid 
button-downs. Los Feliz’ 
Squaresville is another 
local favorite, great for 
sourcing retro shirts, 
coats and shoes. 

Chuck’s Vintage 
on Melrose services 
manly men hunt-
ing for old-school 
Levi’s and Wranglers, 
cowboy boots and 
leather jackets. On the 
opposite end of the 
spectrum, Cameron 
Silver’s beloved vintage 
boutique Decades sticks 
to high-end treasures 
for men—pricy items 
like Hermès belts and 
leather goods.

Go full-on hippie 
at Hidden Treasures 
in Topanga Canyon, a 
literal funhouse that 
carries items you’ve 
only seen in Woodstock 
snapshots. A Native 
American fringe leather 
vest. Sure, why not?

The famous $1 sale 
that takes place every 
Sunday at Jet Rag is a 
great opportunity for 
the vintage afficionado 
who doesn’t mind get-
ting down on his knees. 
Specializing in stuff 
from the ‘40s through 
the ‘80s, Candice 
Molayem’s Downtown 
shop Flamingo Vintage 
stocks high-quality 
pieces for men and 
women, assuming 
you’re looking to make a 
statement.

Wasteland is a more 
tightly edited version 
of the vintage shop, 
typically opting for 
luxe labels over ironic 
tees. Can’t afford this 
season’s Marc Jacobs 
collection? You’ll find it 
here next year. Outlets 
on Melrose, in Santa 
Monica and over the hill 
in Studio City. 

Topo Ranch 
If your wardrobe is calling for comfort, head west to this Abbot 
Kinney staple, best known for a signature selection of ultra-soft 
men’s basics. 1219 Abbot Kinney Blvd, Venice, toporanch.com

Unis 
The items at this New York import—oxfords, khakis, suede 

bombers and more—are deceptively simple and reasonably 
priced. Designer Eunice Lee is notoriously obsessive 

about fit, which means you’ll wear these colorful basic 
staples every day. 138 S. La Brea Ave., unisnewyork.com

Vilebrequin
You’ll know swimwear from this St. Tropez-born brand 

when you see it. Famed for vibrant and colorful patterns 
for men, women and children, Vilebrequin’s pricy 

suits are nonpareil. It’s Beverly Hills boutique, 
which has sat on Wilshire for a decade now, is 
about to unveil a redesign. 9519 Wilshire Blvd., 
Bev. Hills, vilebrequin.com

Wright’s
This beach boutique has its own vibe—American 
tribal craft meets modern bohemian. Men can 
pick up comfortable button-downs and tees, 
chinos and unique jewelry pieces. 232 Manhattan 
Beach Blvd., Manhattan Beach, wrightsmb.com  

Think we missed a store?
Our list will be constantly updated 
at FrontiersMedia.com. Tweet us at 
@frontiersmedia and we’ll consider 
your favorites.

Clockwise from top left: 
Wright’s, South Willard, 

Unis, Wasteland,  
Skingraft, Vilebrequin
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