
I
t’s been a long time coming, but female comics finally have 
a home in Las Vegas. Back in May, the Venetian made 
history when it proudly announced Lipshtick, the city’s 

first-ever exclusively female comedy series. In addition to a clever 
title and a great venue at Sands Showroom, it features a rotating 
lineup of veteran ball-busters like Lisa Lampanelli, Whitney 
Cummings, Roseanne Barr, Wendy Williams and Loni Love, as 
well as Last Comic Standing’s youngest and only female winner, 
Iliza Shlesinger. And while Chelsea Lately fans may not need 
another reason to head to Vegas, here are three more: Fortune 
Feimster, Heather McDonald and Jessimae Peluso.

Wendy Williams may not be a traditional stand-up 
comedian, but she opened the series back in July for what 
was only supposed to be a one-time gig. Lipshtick has been 
so popular that she’s since added two more upcoming dates. 
“The success of this unprecedented series is further proof that 
women are leaving their mark on the traditional old-boys club 
of comedy, “ says John Caparella, president and chief operat-
ing officer of The Venetian, The Palazzo and Sands Expo. He’s 
right, but don’t expect any of these talented women to take 
the stage and sell you a bottle of girl power. 

“The quickest way to get a man not to buy a ticket to 
something is to use the phrase ‘girlpower,’” says Shlesinger. 
“Typically I don’t like the idea of all-female anything, but I 

think the Venetian has done a great job of really handpicking 
some big names in comedy. This isn’t just like, ‘Let’s round up 
pretty girls who can tell a joke.’”

Shlesinger emphasizes the distinction between being 
funny and being funny “for a girl,” and that she and her 
fellow Lipshtick comedians can kill it onstage as well as—if 
not better than—any great male comic. The Queen of Mean 
herself, Lisa Lampanelli, has always been quick to dismantle 
the antiquated notion that women aren’t as funny as men. She 
rules the roasts of Comedy Central, often alongside Whitney 
Cummings, and always takes the stage guns-ablazing. 

“People are starting to realize that just because you 
have a vagina technically, even though mine’s kind of sealed 
off, they’re like, ‘Oh you can still be edgy and funny,” says 
Lampanelli. “And, of course, I thank Joan Rivers for that, 
because she was the first big huge star who put out there 
that women don’t have to just talk about the same stuff all 
the time.” Perhaps Shlesinger puts it best when she says, 
“Comedy should really be about being funny, not ‘Is it all-girls, 
is it all-black, is it all-Latino?’ Funny is funny.”

While none of these female comedians are losing sleep 
over gender stereotypes or what anyone says about them, they 
are successfully changing the face of stand-up. Lampanelli has 
already seen a slightly different crowd at her Lipshtick shows 

THE PERFECT  
SHADE OF STAND-UP
The gays have always loved a funny lady, but Lipshtick, Vegas’ all-female 
stand-up series, is exposing the industry’s best to the masses
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than her usual fan base. “I always had a lot of gay people at the 
show, a lot of women and a lot of straight guys,” she says. “But I’m 
noticing, maybe it’s just my perception, but even more straight 
guys than ever are coming to the show.” 

Feimster, a lesbian comic performing next month, has 
seen something similar at her own shows. “I have a big female 
fan base that is straight, surprisingly,” she says. “They come 
to my shows and usually drag their boyfriends along. And you 
can tell that the boyfriend—when he’s first there—he’s got his 
arms crossed and is kind of like, ’What’s this girl gonna do?’ 
and by the end of the show, it’s the boyfriends that are like, 
asking the girlfriend, ‘Here, hold this, take a picture of us.’ It’s 
a compliment, because some guys are going to think we’re 
not funny, and it’s up to us to prove them wrong. It’s a great 
victory when you do.”

And what better place to celebrate victories than Las 
Vegas? “I might go in a day early this time to catch something. 
Not a disease—a show,” Feimster jokes. Even Lampanelli, who 
typically avoids the party scene, has learned that Vegas has its 
virtues. “I’m not fun, and I’m not a party person. I don’t drink—
I never have. I’m not a drug person—never have. I stopped 
whoring around in my 40s. But you know what’s weird? I’ve 
made a few friends in Vegas, and I’m kind of like, wait a min-
ute. I kind of liked it last time.” 

Lampanelli’s coming around, but one thing’s for sure—she 
has no mixed feelings about Lipshtick and raves about her fel-
low comedians. “It’s nice to have a home place in Vegas, even 
if it’s just one weekend every couple months, because you fig-
ure your following will grow, people will get used to seeing you 
there, they’ll get used to hearing your new material. And it’s 
a pretty cool kind of experiment that helped me develop my 
next special, which we’re taping in March.” Asked on which 
TV network it would air, she could only blueball us until the 
official announcement is made. “I’ll just put it this way—it’s a 
really good one. I’m so happy.”

Lipshtick continues with shows every weekend until the 
end of November, then closes 2014 with Lampanelli on Dec. 
26-27, kicking off the new year with Whitney Cummings in 
January.  —L.S.

OUTDOOR FUN 
FOR THE WHOLE 
FAMILY
MGM Resorts is 
bringing to Vegas the 
city’s own little version 
of The Grove (complete 
with water features) 
in 2016 with The 
Park, an “interactive 
neighborhood 
environment” linking 
the New York-New 
York and Monte 
Carlo properties to 
the 20,000-seat 
arena currently under 
construction off the 
Strip. The open-air 
landscape will serve as 
a centerpiece for a ring 
of bars and restaurants 
that include Shake 
Shack, Tom’s Urban 
and Bruxie, an 
Orange County waffle 
sandwich joint. The OC 
invading Vegas? Sin 
City really is becoming 
the new L.A. —M.C.

C O M I GN

STRIP DOWN
For more than three decades, L.A.’s queers have 
flocked to the Santa Monica Strip to get sloppy 
in its multitude of gay bars. Contrastingly, Vegas’ 
LGBT nightlife was long ostracized to the fruitloop, 
that remote intersection housing the city’s four 
prominent gay watering holes. That’s since 
changed, particularly now that Bally’s has opened 
Liaison, an opulent gay nightclub right on the Strip. Presented by Drai’s (where our hetero 
counterparts have loved to party for years), the venue flaunts two dance floors and DJs, more 
bars than your liver could possibly handle and plenty of mirrors so guys can see how pretty 
and detached you look from every angle. —M.C.

WELCOME TO THE FUTURE, NEVADA
LAS VEGAS HAS LONG BEEN the capital of drunken impulse weddings … as long as you’re heterosexual. That 
changed earlier this month, when Nevada joined California and the 29 other states that currently recognize 
same-sex marriage. This news is a milestone for LGBT locals and tourists alike, who now have the equal 
opportunity to make disastrous, vodka-soaked life decisions on a whim. —M.C.

Lampanelli

DTLV IS  
ON A ROLL
SAVVY ANGELENOS looking for hip and trendy 
fun know to head downtown, a smart idea in Vegas 
as well. Similar to our own DTLA, DTLV was once 
the city’s cultural hub, fell out of favor but has 
recently enjoyed a massive facelift. More than the 
Fremont Street district—a neon-glitzed complex 
of interconnected, rejuvenated old-school casinos, 
reminiscent of our own hood’s repurposed 1920s 
theaters—it’s become a breeding ground for 
entrepreneurs. Looking to shop, eat, drink, get a 
haircut and watch live music in the same space? 
Check out Container Park. And if you’re craving 
something a tad more culturally satisfying, hit up 
18b, DTLV’s arts district. With its myriad studios 
and galleries, its like the Art Walk that never 
sleeps. —M.C.

Container Park
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