
URBAN LEGEND
Among L.A.’s many domains, DTLA has always been  

‘legendary’—but that’s no longer for being a wasteland of half-empty  
buildings; these days the neighborhood is our city’s crown jewel 

By Lydia Siriprakorn
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1 Clifton’s Cafeteria
After three years of waiting, on Jan. 31, the brand-new Clifton’s neon sign lit up DTLA. 
The iconic restaurant (648 S. Broadway, cliftonscafeteria.com)—L.A.’s oldest surviv-

ing cafeteria-style eatery—has been around since 1932 and is considered a cherished part of 
Downtown. Developer Andrew Meieran funded the 83-year-old building’s $5 million renovation, 
and from the outside, so far so good. In addition to the ground floor’s traditional eats, there will 
be an Art Deco-themed bar on the second floor, a sit-down restaurant and museum on the third 
and a retro Polynesian-themed bar called The Seven Seas (in homage to the Clifton’s that once 
sat on Olive Ave.) on the fourth. For now, the remodeling continues as neighborhood residents 
brace themselves for an opening date that has yet to be set. 

2 Rock ‘n’ Roll Flea Market 
Turn back the clock with fellow music and memorabilia lovers at this one-of-a-kind flea 
market inside the Regent Theater (448 S. Main St, rnrflea.com). Hosted on the first Sunday 

of every month, the $2 entrance fee (waived if you grab a bite next door at Prufrock Pizzeria, 
which we hear has amazing breakfast pizzas) grants you access to a playground of treasures, 
including instruments, vinyl, handmade jewelry, vintage clothing and antiques. From 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., you can grab a drink at the bar and rock out to good tunes while you shop.

Downtown L.A. is definitely  
having a moment, and not a minute  

too soon. The streets and theaters are 
once again buzzing with life. New  

restaurants, beautiful lofts, coffee shops 
and boutiques are popping up at light-
ning speed, with developers leaving no 
stone unturned. In the nonstop flurry of 

Downtown activity, these 10 points  
of interest are particularly  

worth looking out for.
JEREMY LUCIDO
Editor of Starrfucker  
magazine, this issue’s cover 
photographer

 FAVORITE DTLA RESTAURANT: 
Guisado’s
“I’m a vegetarian, and they 
have a pretty good selection 
of vegetarian tacos. It’s a 
good crowd, and it’s right 
next door to me.”

 FAVORITE DTLA BARS:  
King Eddy Saloon and  
the Ace Hotel
“If I’m by myself or with just 
a few friends, I go to King 
Eddy Saloon, where they 
have pickleback shots with 
Jameson. If I’m entertaining 
friends from out of town,  
I do the rooftop at the  
Ace Hotel.”

 FAVORITE DTLA LUNCH SPOT: 
Spring St. Bar
“I enjoy good food and a 
little whiskey on the side. 
They have a deli menu and 
really good sandwiches. I 
get the vegetarian sand-
wich, the Dempsey. It’s a 
very comfortable place to 
go by myself. I always run 
into people I know. It’s like a 
little hub.”

 FAVORITE DTLA STORE:  
The Last Bookstore
“I like to dig through  
their records.”

 FAVORITE DTLA PET BOUTIQUE: 
Pussy & Pooch
“I go there a lot. I have a cat, 
and they carry a good  
selection of all-natural 
organic food.”

Pussy & Pooch
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3 A Bevy of Buzzed-About Restaurants
Eating well will never be a problem Downtown. Famous chefs and restaurateurs are building a foodie mecca right at the center 
of the city—so quickly, in fact, that veteran foodies can barely keep up. Start your day off with the coolest brunch in town 

at the Ace Hotel’s L.A. Chapter (930 S. Broadway, lachapter.com). For a California take on Bourbon Street, head to Preux&Proper 
(840 S. Spring St., preuxandproper.com), which boasts a daiquiri bar and a menu straight out of New Orleans. Neal Fraser’s new 
restaurant Redbird (114 E. 2nd St., redbird.la) is also hot on the radar, featuring a swanky, upscale lounge and bar area on the inside 
and courtyard dining outside. Looking to grab a bite before a concert at Staples Center? Ford’s Filling Station at L.A. Live (900 W. 
Olympic Blvd., lalive.com) is Chef Ben Ford’s take on rustic American cuisine.

4 Shoppe
This Downtown boutique is where fashion dreams 
come true on the daily. Owned by celebrity ward-

robe stylist Charlie Altuna and local design maven Maggie 
Barry, Shoppe (107 E 8th St., facebook.com/shoppe.107) is 
part retail space at street level and part production facility 
upstairs and downstairs. Altuna and Barry are regularly 
tasked with creating flashy and outlandish pieces for L.A.’s 
Hollywood set—everything from a gorgeous gown with a 
40-foot train to a 12-foot plush teddy bear—and by head-
ing into the boutique, you too can take home something 
unconventional. Shoppe is currently by appointment only, 
but March will see its doors swing open to the public with a 
launch party for the record books. Men will find everything 
from tees and denim to hoodies and sleek leather jackets, 
but why opt for off-the-rack fashion? Waltz in with an idea 
for a sexy new suit, and strut out in a bespoke creation 
everyone is sure to ask you about. 

6 High-End Retail Rumors
Move over Rodeo Drive—your time is up. With high-end retailers like Acne Studios and Aesop bringing sexy back to Broadway, 
it was only a matter of time before others followed suit. Apple has allegedly leased a building to house a corporate office 

and retail space. Nordstrom has also been said to be on the hunt for the right spot. Rumor has it that even Gucci has been added to 
the mix of luxury brands scouting locations in DTLA. One confirmed new addition to the neighborhood is Wingtip, San Francisco’s 
“modern day gentleman” retailer, which will take over a 10,000-square-foot space at The Bloc (7th St. and S. Flower, wingtip.com).

5 Bronzed Aussie >
Last year we saw the Aussie meat pie trend spread 
to the Westside with the openings of two new 

spots—Aussie Pie Kitchen in Santa Monica and Garlo’s 
Aussie Pie Shop in Westwood—but it all started in the heart 
of DTLA when Australian entrepreneur Samantha Bryan 
brought her ‘down under’ love of pies and espresso to our 
city and opened Bronzed Aussie (714 S. Los Angeles St., 
bronzedaussie.us). Favorites here include the Ground Beef, 
Thai Chicken and the Brekkie (a mouth-watering combo 
of egg, tomato, potato, onion, mushroom, sausage and 
bacon). You’ll also find pies filled with apple and blueberry 
for when your sweet tooth takes over.

CHARLIE ALTUNA 
Celebrity stylist, costume 
designer for SyFy’s Face Off 
and co-owner of Shoppe

 FAVORITE DTLA RESTAURANT:  
Ledlow Swan 
“It’s owned by the guy who 
started Bäco Mercat and 
Alma. I just think he’s an 
amazing chef. He’s also 
completely changed that 
little area. The food is total 
comfort food, but it’s all 
about his lasagna. It’s a 
really nice atmosphere. You 
feel like you’re not in L.A. 
Not only is the food good, 
but you feel like you’re 
somewhere else.” 

 FAVORITE DTLA BAR:   
The Love Song Bar at the 
Regent Theater
“It’s a tiny little bar. 
That’s another great thing 
Downtown. There are a few 
big bars, but everything 
is really tiny. It’s a total 
community here. Everyone 
knows each other.”

 FAVORITE DTLA CAFÉ:  
Zinc Café & Market 
“It’s in the Arts District, and 
it’s all vegan, which I’m not, 
but you would never know 
in a million years that it ‘s 
vegan. The food is insanely 
delicious. Try the potato 
arugula pizza.”

 FAVORITE DTLA BOUTIQUE: 
Poketo
“It’s a little store in the 
Arts District that’s all little 
tchotchkes. You can buy a 
Pendleton blanket or a pair 
of copper spoons or a really 
cool tote bag.”

 FAVORITE DTLA DOG PARK:  
The police department off 
Spring Street
“It’s a little park where 
everyone takes their dogs. 
There are so many little 
places to take your dog. 
Everybody has one here. 
Even the Ace Hotel is dog-
friendly.”

Poketo

The Love Song Bar

Preux&Proper L.A. Chapter
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7 Big Gay Ice Cream
Downtown is about to get a whole lot sweeter come 
springtime. The New York City-born ice cream shop 

is opening just a stone’s throw away from the Ace Hotel, where 
the brand’s devotees currently get their fix at the Upstairs Bar. 
The new location (124 W. 9th St., biggayicecream.com) will be the 
first outside of the Big Apple, and the menu will celebrate L.A. 
accordingly. In addition to classics like Salty Pimp (vanilla ice 
cream, dulce de leche, sea salt and chocolate dip) and Mermaid 
(vanilla ice cream, key lime curd, crushed graham crackers and 
whipped cream), patrons can also expect to see menu items 
exclusive to L.A. made up of local ingredients.

8 The Broad Museum
After more than 30 years of lending out contemporary 
artwork to museums around the world, founder-philan-

thropists Eli and Edythe Broad have built their own museum 
Downtown (221 S. Grand Ave., thebroad.org). L.A.’s newest 
contemporary art museum will be home to more than 2,000 
works of art from the Broad Art Foundation and the Broads’ 
personal collections. A select group of art-lovers got a sneak 
peek of the unfinished museum’s third floor on Feb. 15, but the 
rest of us will be waiting until opening day on Sept. 20. 

10 An Array of New Nightlife
Nightlife is thriving Downtown, and there’s 
certainly no shortage of places to hunt for 

the perfect cocktail. Continental Club (116 W. 4th St., 
circa93.com) is causing quite a stir, though you might 
miss it at first glance; it’s an upscale speakeasy that 
delivers the best of both worlds—a New York vibe with 
an L.A. crowd. Mrs. Fish (448 S. Hill St., mrsfish.com), 
located in the same building as high-rise eatery Perch, is 
renowned for its aquarium ceiling. King Eddy Saloon (131 
E. 5th St., kingeddysaloon.com), was recently revamped 
by Jeremy Fall—or is it de-vamped, since he returned it 
to its ‘80s dive bar roots?—and hosts DJ Cole Whittle of 
Semi-Precious Weapons every Thursday for classic rock 
night. And as they say, when one door closes, another gay 
one opens. With two Downtown gay bars on the horizon, 
an LGBT nightlife revival is coming. Video bar Redline is 
located in the Historic Core (131 E. 6th St., redlinedtla.com) 
and is scheduled to open in the spring. Just a few blocks 
away, the massive, equipped-for-anything Precinct (357 
S. Broadway, precinctdtla.com) has set an opening date 
of next month, so keep an eye out!

9 Verve Coffee Roasters
The beloved Santa Cruz coffee roaster made its official 
debut in L.A. last month. Located at the epicenter of 

the booming coffee scene, Verve unveiled a 1,600-square-foot 
DTLA space (833 S. Spring St., vervecoffeeroasters.com). It was 
designed to perfection by Studio MAI, with sleek modern fur-
niture and plenty of indoor and outdoor patio seating, where 
you’ll have plenty of time to sip your coffee and lust over the 
gorgeous espresso bar. In addition to coffee, Verve partnered 
with another local company, Juice Served Here, which offers a 
signature lineup of organic, cold-pressed juices.

HANK GREEN
Research scientist at the 
Rand Corporation

 FAVORITE DTLA RESTAURANT: 
Peking Tavern
“I’ve been to Peking Tavern 
five times in the past two 
weeks. They have this 
Hunan lamb dumpling 
that’s incredible, and fish 
dumplings that are awe-
some. Terroni is also really 
good, but the problem is it’s 
getting really hard to get 
into these places without 
reservations.”

 FAVORITE DTLA BARS:  
Bar 107 and the Ace Hotel
“For a dive bar, I enjoy Bar 
107. For something a little 
fancier, I take business 
colleagues to the rooftop 
of the Ace. If someone 
is really serious about 
cocktails, there’s a speak-
easy called The Varnish. 
And I’m certainly looking 
forward to the new gay bar 
Precinct.”

 FAVORITE DTLA PARK: 
Grand Park
“I like Grand Park, and all 
the parks associated with 
that, like the park on top of 
the Disney Concert Hall. 
And as much as Pershing 
Square is weird during 
the day, the movies they 
do during the summer at 
night—and the concerts—
are sometimes really worth 
the trip.”

EHAB AND ISAM DURZI 
Twins, agents at KOR Talent Agency

 FAVORITE DTLA RESTAURANTS:  
Blossom and The Must

“Blossom is great. It’s not as new—it’s Vietnam-
ese cuisine, and the pho is amazing. And The 

Must—their alcohol selection is great. The environ-
ment is just a really cool space to have appetizers 

during happy hour, and they have great burgers.”

 FAVORITE DTLA BAR: The Continental Club
“They just had their one-year anniversary. That place is amazing. It’s underground, no signage 
outside, but very upscale. I would give it five stars. And The Lash on Winston Street—that’s a little 
bit more New York-style. They have drag queens and DJs. It’s very gay-friendly. There’s a more 
underground feel to it—more hip East Side-type kids. They play great music. And we go to the Ace 
Hotel rooftop on Saturday nights, where DJ Kim Anh does a party every other week called Yowsah.”

 FAVORITE DTLA CAFÉ: Mediterranean City Grill
“It’s not a sit-down—you order as you go. There’s also L.A. Café that’s open 24 hours. And Joe’s 
Pizza just opened last week. They’re open late.”

 FAVORITE DTLA DOG PARK: Spring Street Park
“I like Spring Street Park because it’s small. I frequent it more than Grand Park and Pershing 
Square, because it’s easier and local to us.”

Grand Park

The Must

Continental Club

BGIC founders Bryan 
Petroff and Doug Quint; a 
chocolate-dipped cone
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